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1. Introduction

1 was appointed as ambassador to the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) in 2004, but I was never
stationed there due to some reasons linked with the regional context at that moment. I remained in
Rwanda in charge of a World Bank Project until I was appointed as ambassador to Japan last year. I
was appointed as ambassador of Rwanda here, mainly to continue and improve the relationship and
cooperation we have with Japan, and especially in the field of business, trade and investment. Now, as a
big improvement, there is the Embassy of Japan in Kigali (Rwanda) , which covers only Rwanda, so our
relationship will be stronger in the future and I can assure you that Amb.Hatanaka, the Ambassador of
Japan in Rwanda and his team are also fully committed to the strengthening of our relations.

2. Efforts for Improving the Image of Rwanda

The common image of Rwanda for the ordinary Japanese people is the “Genocide” . People here think
that we are still in that period of the genocide.

My main objective really is to change that image and to show that Rwanda has emerged from the
Genocide and come up to a policy of reconciliation while doing reconstruction work. I can tell you that
we have been quite successful so far. We are really working hard to change that image; I have had many
contacts here in the business community, with students, student's associations and some parliamentarians.
And now we are trying to set up a Parliamentary Association between Japan and Rwanda as a friendship
association.

3. Mountain Gorillas and Tourism

Rwanda is one of the few countries in Africa where you can find wild mountain gorillas. They are
fully protected. Rwanda is really one of the most peaceful countries in the African region. The mountain
gorillas are like human beings and they prefer to be in a natural and stable environment. An increasing
number of tourists from Japan come to Rwanda to see them.

In Rwanda, people only know about Japan through Japanese products due mainly to high travel
costs. Japanese products in Rwanda have a very high reputation and known for their quality. We have
to increase human contacts between Japan and Rwanda. We are sure that Japan Embassy in Kigali will
facilitate the visas procedures and we are hoping that the number of travelers from Rwanda to Japan will
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also increase in the near future.

4. Future Prospect of Rwanda

The future of Rwanda, in my opinion,
is brilliant. Rwanda is one of the safest
countries in the world. Significant reforms
have been put in place and we are moving
towards a private sector -led economic
transformation.

We enjoy a strong leadership with a clear

and ambitious vision for the country. We
have had an average GDP growth of about WT L AKERETDA LA 1 — A2

8% from 2002 until 2009. Last year Rwanda

was ranked as the best reformer in the Doing Business Report of the World Bank, but we still have some
challenges.

The first challenge is the trade deficit, which is a very big problem for our economy. We export mainly
coffee, tea, mineral products, handcrafts, flowers, and towards the neighboring regions we export mainly
food and food products especially to the DRC.

The second challenge is that our small and medium enterprises (SMEs) are still few and not very
productive. We have to increase the productivity of our enterprises and that is why we need investments
from Japan, as well as from all the companies worldwide.

The third one is the access to electricity. We have to improve our infrastructures because the access to
electricity and water is still quite low. This is why we need the cooperation and assistance from Japan in
such sectors to improve the coverage in terms of electricity and water.

Another challenge we have is to raise the productivity of our agriculture. Our soil is very fertile so we
can do so and for that we need more technologies and we need to increase the use of fertilizers.

Our economy is mainly based on agriculture, small industries and services. Service sector is really
growing, such as tourism, ICT, the financial sector. We do not have big deposits of mineral resources in
Rwanda. That is why we focus on education, science, technology and educate our people because if we
educate them, they can create jobs. We prefer to have people who can create jobs and not seeking for
jobs from the government and that is why a lot of resources are allocated to education.

5. Language and Communication in Japan

Since I arrived here, I received really a very nice welcome from the people of Japan. There is a big
challenge here because many Japanese do not know much about Rwanda and Africa in general and we
have that responsibility to provide all informations needed. The problem we always face is the language.
I think I will try to learn Japanese because that seems the only solution.

But, really, I appreciate to be here. What I want to say about the Japanese people is that you Japanese
people are really committed, you really know exactly what you want to do and I appreciate that. The
communication in general here is very, very good.

6. Expectations for Japanese Trading Companies

Sometimes, the Japanese business people are still thinking that Africa is too far, too risky and so
are not so much interested about doing business in Africa. That perception is wrong and Africa offers
a lot of opportunities and Japanese private sector can make good business with Africa. Regarding the
development assistance, we think that ODA is good and effective and we are very grateful for what
the Government of Japan is doing but on the long term basis or in the long run, we need more private
investments and partnerships. We can not depend on ODA only but we have to increase our business
relations with Japan. We really hope that Japanese trading companies will play an important role for
sustainable development of Africa and particularly in Rwanda where you have a lot of opportunities in
agriculture, agribusiness, tourism, ICT, the financial sector. They are the most welcome and we are ready
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to assist them in finding the right partners.

ready to invest here in Japan.

to provide them with informations and all incentives offered by our Investment Code. We are also ready

7. Rwanda's Commitment for a Long Term Relationship with Japan

We are really committed to have a long term relationship. In fact, as we are committed to a permanent
and stable presence here, we want to buy and own a property in Tokyo, because at this moment we are
renting this place and we want really to establish our embassy on our own premises. We are confident
that we will maintain a long term relationship with Japan. If you are confident, you can invest and we are
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